	School District of Menomonee Falls
	
	
	June 15, 2009

	APPLICATION - American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
	

	Qualified School Construction Bonds (QSCB)

	


Early Childhood/Four Year Old Kindergarten Center
Ben Franklin Elementary School

The Board of Education of the School District of Menomonee Falls, in Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin approved the establishment of an Early Childhood/Four Year Old Kindergarten Center at its regular board meeting on May 18, 2009.  Furthermore, the Board of Education set forth a timeline for the 4K/EC Center to open starting in the 2010-2011 school year. The school district representatives have met with architects to develop a comprehensive plan. This plan is attached.
The School District of Menomonee Falls has rich history of providing age appropriate, inclusive experience for young children that has progressed over the past ten years. We have evolved from a half-day five year old kindergarten into a full-day five year old kindergarten program. Three years ago, the Board of Education approved an initiative that created 4K using a collaborative partner model. We partnered with community daycare and preschools, offering district funded 4K programs in local pre-schools and daycare centers. The Village of Menomonee Falls Community Collaborative Partnership is considered a leader in Waukesha County, providing a collaborative partnership for 4K programming. 

Through the consolidation of the existing 4K and Early Childhood Special Education classrooms from neighborhood schools into a center, we will be able to better address issue of health and safety.  We have designed an Early Learning Center that will maintain a secure wing or section of the building, with limited access to only students, staff and registered visitors associated with the program. The 4K/EC Center will allow for consideration to health and safety issues, and personal responsibility for self care.  Students would have access to self-care facilities that promote independence and foster pride in accomplishment. The plan allows for energy efficient windows, lights, and doors to be installed, providing state of the art energy efficiency. These items will help the center/school to become more “green” or environmentally sound.
The four-year-old kindergarten/Early Childhood Center will be an age appropriate, accessible facility, based upon research which indicates that there are universal, predictable sequences of growth and change that occur in children during the first nine years of life.  This center will provide an environment that promotes unique patterns of growth ensuring that learning experiences are meaningful, relevant and respectful for children.
The 4K/Early Learning Center will provide an environment that allows students opportunities for choice, hands-on activities and independence, as well as small and large group activities. The curriculum activities will emphasize process, rather that product.  The 4K/EC center will provide a nurturing environment for all children, where students have clear guidelines that they help to create.  These guidelines are modeled for and practiced by all students, including students with disabilities.  The literacy/print rich environment allows for exposure to literature and vocabulary, opportunities for dialogue, learning through social interaction, and opportunities for dramatic play, listening, writing, and other literature rich activities.  A daily schedule/routine will be followed and communicated to children and parents.

The 4K/EC Center will provide classrooms with a variety of materials and learning centers/stations that are accessible and appealing to four-year-olds.  School structures for 4K will be adaptable, flexible and open.  Additionally, the 4K/EC Center should provide large group spaces for gathering children and parent outreach activities. 
It is our belief that through the funding this project, the School District of Menomonee Falls will be able to create a district 4K/EC center that will provide the community with a model facility. It will allow us to further the district goal of an inclusive learning environment for young children that will better meet the needs of all children.  
Green and Healthy Schools - Window Replacement/Upgrade to Low E' Glass
Ben Franklin Elementary School
The window replacement/upgrade to Low E’ Glass project falls within our current 5-year Capital Improvement Plan.  Under our current budget planning, this project would need to be executed over a 5-year period of time.  With the approval of this funding, the project will be accelerated to more quickly improve the energy efficiency of Ben Franklin Elementary School and to more quickly reduce any adverse environmental impact of leaky old single pane windows.  The original windows were installed in 1961 (48 years old).  Upgrading the entire building to "Green" windows all in one project will minimize the total cost of completing this project and increase the efficiency of our recently upgraded HVAC System in Ben Franklin Elementary School.
**The School District of Menomonee Falls is committed to comply with the Davis Bacon prevailing wage requirements on the above described projects.   
