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District Office
1010 East Fourth Street
Marshfield, WI 54449


Phone 715-387-1101

Fax 715-387-0133

www.marshfield.k12.wi.us
Ms Natalie Rew, Auditor

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

PO Box 7841

125 South Webster Street

Madison, WI  53707-7841

Dear Ms. Rew:

This letter is to apply for a one million dollar allocation of Qualified School Construction Bonds.  The School District of Marshfield appreciates the federal legislation and the support of the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction in making this interest free bond program available.  The District seeks any part of the one million dollar request that is available to our District.

The District proposes to remodel portions of Marshfield High School to facilitate the improvement of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics instruction. This project would entail the creation of a 10,000 sq.ft. classroom/lab through remodeling that would be home to integrated instruction in the four disciplines. 
In addition, our plan would entail the complete remodeling of a traditional technology manufacturing metals lab into a high tech engineering laboratory complete with computer aided design technology integrated with the most current CNC plasma/laser infrastructure and related equipment. This upgrade is important because this technology is not available in the area—not even at the technical school level. As a result, the opportunity for partnerships with local businesses is dramatically enhanced.  Finally, it is our feeling that Twenty-First Century schools must have access to 21st Century infrastructure. When implemented, our program will deploy current wireless computer technology along with smart boards in classrooms throughout the school to further underscore the benefits and impact of technology and science. 

The focus of the improvements would be to provide students with hands-on, open-ended, real-world problem solving experiences which are linked to the curriculum; using science, engineering, and technology modules; and grouping such experiences and modules by discipline and level of difficulty with the goal of establishing a culture of excellence in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. An important part of this culture will be to be to create and foster a supportive climate that positively affects female and minority student interest and self confidence in STEM—areas that traditionally have been under served by this segment of our student population.
Our goal with this project is for Marshfield High School graduates to be thoughtful and contributing citizens, able to collaborate in an ambiguous, open-ended environment. Our hope is the students would be forward looking and results-oriented and able to focus on creating knowledge, and solving real world problems— problems that require integrated real world solutions. We believe the facility and infrastructure improvements will greatly enhance the ability of this district to produce students that will thrive in a future society that will crave “STEM literate” citizens.
Finally, we believe our new program will facilitate private sector partnerships. Partnerships are CRITICAL in the current economy because it is very apparent that public education alone cannot improve STEM education. It is our feeling the Marshfield Clinic Research Center along with other technology related firms here will be very willing to contribute to the education of the next generation of scientists, technologists, engineers, and mathematicians. Our partnerships would focus upon providing real-world problems for students to address; provide mentoring to MHS students and provide summer research experiences for teachers and students. 

Cost analysis
The cost analysis is the total dollars spent on remodeling, purchasing and installing the equipment necessary for the creation of the STEM learning labs.

	Remodeling current tech lab
	$250,000

	Remodeling current 10,000 sq.ft lab
	$250,000

	 Architect
	$42,000

	Engineering lab equipment
	$150,000

	Wireless technology
	$75,000

	SMART Boards, laptops and related equipment 
	$188,000

	STEM modules
	$45,000

	Total
	$1,000,000


This project would only be possible with a QSCB. Even though the benefits to the students of this District are obvious, the current funding reality will not allow the district to go forward with this project without the aid of the zero interest bond program.

We believe we have met both the requirements and spirit for inclusion in the Qualified School Construction Bond program.  We appreciate your review of our request for an allocation.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,


Bruce King

Superintendent of Schools
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Bruce D. King


Superintendent of Schools








