June 15, 2009

Dear Ms. Rew,

 

The following is our letter of interest to be considered for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Action Qualified School Construction Bonds.  The Oconto Unified School District has two critical projects for which we wish to make application.

 

PROJECT #1 DESCRIPTION- Roof replacement at the Oconto Middle School

 

1) Building- Oconto Middle School 400 Michigan Avenue, Oconto WI 54153

 

2) QSCB funding expectation-  The approved bid by the school board at the Building and Grounds Board Committee meeting 4-6-09 and then shared with the full board at the April 20th Regular School Board meeting was $172,750.00.  The work is to be completed by August of 2009.  Our expectation is that since we have to deplete our fund balance to make this drastically needed replacement, we would need to replace the fund balance if awarded the bonds.  Then we would make the yearly bond/loan payments within our district budget.

 

3) Confirmation of Davis Bacon Wage Scale--You have our confirmation through this letter and my authority as the Superintendent of Oconto Unified School District, of the district's commitment to comply with the Davis Bacon prevailing wage requirement should we be selected for this bond program.

 

4) Our qualifications-  The necessity of a safe roof does fit under the purposes listed of:
“Safe and Healthful School”.  Our district enrollment is approximately 1168.  We have 53% free and reduced lunch rate for our elementary school.  It is less at the middle school and high school due to the parents’ unwillingness to fill out the free and reduced lunch rate forms.  The poverty is still clearly present.  We have had to cut staff and programs over the last seven years.  We have had to put off this roof replacement until now in hopes of a program such as this.
PROJECT #2 DESCRIPTION—Replacement/renovation of the Oconto High School Track

1) Building- Oconto High School 1717 Superior Avenue, Oconto, WI 54153
2) QSCB funding expectation- $232,500.00 for the cost of replacing the current asphalt track with a Nike Grind rubberized track.
3) Confirmation of Davis Bacon Wage Scale- Confirmation of Davis Bacon Wage Scale--You have our confirmation through this letter and my authority as the Superintendent of Oconto Unified School District, of the district's commitment to comply with the Davis Bacon prevailing wage requirement should we be selected for this bond program.

4) Our qualifications- We meet the qualifications of the bonds for three areas:  A) Green/Environmental B) Poverty Rate C) Safe and Healthful Schools.

A. Green/Environmental  

OUSD is being “Green or Environmentally aware when redoing the track because we are using the Nike Grind materials.  The Nike Grind uses recycled, used tennis shoes.   The used tennis shoes are ground up and recycled to create the track surface mixture.

B. Poverty Rate

We are also a high poverty district which is another criteria for these funds.  We have 53% free and reduced lunch rate at the Oconto Elementary.  The district average is 42%.  However we do feel it is much higher because families are proud and do not want to fill out the free and reduced lunch forms.  In the last two years our free and reduced lunch rate has gone from 31% to 53% at OES due to loss of companies and the high unemployment rate.
C. Safe and Healthful Schools  
Our proposal for using the bonds for a track renovation fits well with our high school physical education classes and our extra curricular sport programs. Our high school students use the track as part of their wellness and fitness objectives. If initiated at a young age, walking, running and jogging can be enjoyed throughout life.  Research has shown that walking and running are exercises that keep older adults both physically and mentally healthy.  Also a rubberized track is much better for students’ legs, feet, joints and muscles than the asphalt track.
Students in grades 6 – 12th can participate in after school track and cross country teams. Participating in competitive sports affords students the opportunity to reach their optimum potential. These experiences teach students self confidence, team building and decision-making, which are all skills needed to succeed in our society.

Five years ago, our district started a Nutrition and Fitness District Committee.   We have presented twice at the Wisconsin state convention on nutrition and fitness programs. This committee includes teaching staff, students, parents, a dietician, our food service supervisor, all three principals, a school board member and the School District Superintendent.  We have focused on the nutrition aspect heavily and in the next years will be emphasizing our goals to monitoring physical activity of students.

Please notify me if I need to submit any further documentation.

You may call me at (920) 834-7814 ext. 518.

Our address is Oconto Unified School District, 400 Michigan Avenue, Oconto, WI 54153

Also please confirm that you received this letter of application.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sara Croney, Superintendent

Oconto Unified School District
